Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 297 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.047; wR factor = 0.147; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.2.
In the structure of the title compound, CH 6 N 3 + Á-C 8 H 4 NO 6 À ÁH 2 O, obtained from the reaction of guanidine carbonate with 3-nitrophthalic acid, the 2-carboxylic acid group is deprotonated and participates in an asymmetric cyclic R 2 1 (6) hydrogen-bonding association with the guanidine cation together with a bridging water molecule of solvation. A conjoint R 1 2 (7) facial association involving a nitro O-atom acceptor together with a further five guanidinium N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, as well as a strong carboxyl-water O-HÁ Á ÁO interaction [2.528 (3) Å ], give a two-dimensional network structure.
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 2005) . In the 1:1 dihydrate salt with piperazine (Guo, 2004) , the phthalate species is dianionic.
Our 1:1 stoichiometric reaction of 3-nitrophthalic acid with guanidinium carbonate in methanol surprisingly gave good crystals of a hydrated salt guanidinium 2-carboxy-6-nitrobenzoate monohydrate, CH 6 N 3
reported here. In the title compound, the usual proton transfer occurs from the central (C2) carboxylic acid group which is then involved in a direct hydrogen-bonding interaction with a guanidinium proton (Fig. 1 ). The guanidinium protons are involved in eight hydrogen bonds with all but one of the available O acceptors (nitro O31B) ( (Bernstein et al., 1995) interaction also with a carboxylate O-acceptor together with a conjoint R 1 2 (7) nitro-O interaction. The carboxylic acid proton gives a strong hydrogen bond with the water molecule [O···O, 2.528 (2) Å], the overall result being a two-dimensional network structure (Fig. 2 ).
Within the 3-nitrophthalate anion, the carboxylate group is close to perpendicular to the plane of the benzene ring [C1- 
S2. Experimental
The title compound was synthesized by heating together 1 mmol quantities of 3-nitrophthalic acid and guanidine carbonate in 50 ml of methanol under reflux for 10 minutes. After concentration to ca 30 ml, partial room temperature evaporation of the hot-filtered solution gave colourless crystal prisms (m.p. 395-396 K). The hydrogen-bonded framework structure of the title compound, viewed down the c axial direction, showing hydrogenbonding associations as dashed lines. For symmetry codes, see Table 1 . are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. Symmetry codes: (i) x, y, z+1; (ii) x, −y+5/2, z−1/2; (iii) x, −y+3/2, z+1/2; (iv) −x, −y+2, −z+1; (v) −x, y−1/2, −z+3/2; (vi) −x+1, y−1/2, −z+3/2; (vii) −x+1, y+1/2, −z+3/2.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

